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Tickets on sale for 1st Polish Cultural Festival in Edinburgh

Tickets are now on sale for the very first Polish Cultural Festival in Edinburgh. The week-
long celebration from20-26 April will feature nearly thirty events, staged at fourteen
different venues throughout the capital.

Lidia Krzyndwek, -festival founder and director, said: “The Festival has been programme,
fund-raised and staffed entirely by a voluntary network of Polish people most of whom
are under 30 and all of whom work full time alongside these commitments”.

“Itis our wish that the Festival will allow our Scottish friends to gain deeper understanding
of who we are and for everyone in Edinburgh to unite inn doing what they do better than
anywhere rising a glass!”

The Festival will feature: traditional folk music and dance, retrospectives by the founding
fathers of Polish cinema, theatre, art exhibitions, lectures by eminent historians, a
medieval tournament and market and much more... As a whole, the Festival speaks in
the voice of young Poland and the culture that is a vibrant of Scotland today.

Some of the big-guns of Polish culture appearing at the Festival include premier jazz
musician Jarostaw Smietana, famous film director Krzysztof Zanussi, and mountaineer
Piotr Pustelnik — great people and great artists.

The official Opening Celebration of the Festival is on Thursday 23rd April at the Queen’s
Hall with the very best of Polish traditional folk musicians, the St. Nicolas Orkiestra and
folk singing and dancing group “Krakowiacy”.

25 April, Leith Links Park will be staging a Polish Medieval Tournament and Market. The
day will be packed with entertainment, thrilling combat, dancing and good old fashioned
fun.

The Festival has the support of the Consul General of the Republic of Poland Aleksander
Dietkow, who said: “I hope that this Festival will not only help the integration process but
also help people to understand Polish culture better and through this to understand Poles
even without knowing the language of our country”.
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Malcolm Chisholm, MSP for Edinburgh North and Leith, commented: “The programme on
offer from Polish Cultural Festival Association will, | believe, be of enormous appeal both
to the many Polish people in Scotland and also to the wider Scottish community. | am
enormously impressed by the outstanding efficiency and enthusiasm of those who are
organising the Festival”.

“We have tried to include something for everyone in the community to enjoy and warm
Polish welcome awaits all our visitors,” added festival co-director Joanna Zawadzka.
-ENDS-

Notes to Editors:
¢ The Organisers of the Festival is the Polish Cultural Festival Association, a

not-for-profit organisation which aims to promote Polish culture in Scotland and
support Polish-Scottish integration. The Festival steering group consists of 18
young, volunteers and members of Scotland’s Polish community.

e The Festival’s directors are: Lidia Krzynéwek and Joanna Zawadzka.

e Sponsors of the festival are: Wooden Horse Restaurant, Digby Brown.

e Funders of the Festival are: Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in
Edinburgh, City of Edinburgh Council, Adam Mickiewicz Institute / POLSKA! YEAR
in the UK, Scottish Arts Council, Awards for All and Arts & Business.

e Partners in Scotland: Scottish-Polish Cultural Association, It's My Place Project,
Lion Stage Scotland, Polish Art Scotland, New Europe Film Festival and
Homecoming Scotland.

e Partners in Poland: Krakéw Municipality ,£t6dz-Edinburgh Foundation, t6dz
Municipality, Wojewddztwo Lubuskie, Fundacja Kombinat Kultury, Polski Instytut
Sztuki Filmowej and Polish Cultural Institute.

e Media partners: www.edinburgh.com.pl, www.emito.net, Radio Szkocja, Discover
Poland, Link Polska and Polskie Radio dla Zagranicy.

e Tickets on sale from 16 March 2009. For more details please visit: Festival’s
official web site: www.polishculturalfestival.org.uk.

e PLEASE SEE ATTACHED FESTIVAL PROGRAMME AND VISIT OUR WEB SITE
FOR UPDATES

e Photos and information pack are available from Joanna Zawadzka

Joanna Zawadzka
PR& Marketing Coordinator

T: (+44)07963434441
E: Joanna@polishculturalfestival.org.uk
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